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Before proc.'-edlug with a description of the expeditionI lmy thought it better to give a brief sketch
of the province la whose capital we are now encamped.

Tigro is now the most Important province of Abyssinia,and U bounded, as you will observo by the
uiap, on tf.e north by the Iiekla, Boja and Takue, and
several of the wlid tribes of tlio Shaugalla; on the west
by the mountains of tinmen; and by the Dcnakll, Doba
and (ialla territories on the east and south; Including
not legs than Tour degrees of latitude, and nearly an

equal ex ten' in a longitudinal direction. The high
rauge of the Saiuen hill*, stretching from Waldubba
to the south of Larta, together with the line of the
Taoasse, which daws in a northeasterly coursv along
its base, surtlciently points out the natural boundary
between Ti,?iv aud the province of AmUara on the
west, Tign' U a ar.'e aud exceedingly populous district,and ma :>in* a number of cities which flfrure
conspicuously in the history of Ethiopia, mora

especially Axum, Dixan, Chelicut, Antalo, Atlgerattand Agnll*.
The first ofthess; cities was the ancient re.sldenoo

of the Abyssinian monarchs, who still gothithorfor
the purpose of being crowned. Its antiquity is very
great, as It is mentioned by Arriun in the Pciiplus of
the Erytlmvau Soa. The modern towu of Axum
oontalns about six hundred houses. On the eastern
frontier stands the city of An alo, which fori crly
was the scat of government. It is quite a targe
plaoe, compared with any wc have yet seen, and containsabout nvcive hundred houses, constructed of
mud anil aim v.- In ttio intilst nf ulilch thft

palace, distinguished by" its magnitude rather than
by the elegance of its plan or workmanship. It
stands on a lull which rises coiumn-like out of the

valley^ and could be made a vci v defensible position.
In Itjus province there la a very large convent, the
Monastery of Freinon, which has always been the
chief establishment of the Jesuits. It about a mile
In circumference, surrounded by walls flanked with
towers and pierced for small arms. Atlgeratt containsa small fort, and a small convent wh<-re the
widow of the son of Subegudis, lately Kin# ot Abyssinia,lives. Atabeyen contains two small citadels,
built on the edge of a rock rislug live hundred feet
perpendicularly from the plain. Agutla contains the
ruins of a flue temple built by Klug Lalaba In tbt
eleventh cental^ to the (iroeic taint St. Koreas. '11k
floor of this temple, which was marble, was in raanj
places still entire. It was a strongly built building o:

Urge blocks of granite, but as It was said 10 tontalr
gold. King Subegadl* canscd it to be pulled dow n tc
March for the treasure. The above cities stand neat
the road to Antalo which, after n eonUiious march
of eleven days from Senafe, the advance brigade
under Brigadier General Collins reached. II is
exactly 140 miles from .Senafe and 193 mites from
Boola, on Anneslcy Day.
Our future route lay through the highlands of

Abyssinia, after reselling Senafe. w hich stands almoston the brink of the tableland overlooking the
ea of ridges whlcU lift their scraggy peaks up
lnt« the very clouds, an i look down so fro .vnlugly
limn tfiA tnvmlrra

Theodorus made a great rolauke in nut guarding
these pauses which have admitted the Kn/U li into
his dominions. Twenty men within Mm defeueea or

on the heights, with serviceable muskets in their
handa, could have defied three thousand: and were
It not that the present ambitious Has of T!gr<< is at
variance with his fickle and tyrannical sovereign
advantage might have br-en taken of the natural
fortresses, which could ho effectively have protected
him, and another Thonnopyi;"' added to history.
A most curious anl Interesting sight is presented

upon atta.ning the summit of the plateau, out of
the level plain shoo* up In tl>" most forward anil ot>.
trtialve manner a thousand differently shaped lit.Is.
Many of them are solid bouUlena,found end polished
a- a pebble, rising from oue hundred to five hundred
leet high; others are like sugar loafs, prism* and
Pyramid*, ami "'HCh height I" crowned by a village,
which IsUilikbitecl by either the Agttmtw, liarortas
or silhos.
These people of the highland* are better droned

than the m. eraMe black Shiho* of the const; they
ore aiao more Intelligent and very Independent.
There Is plenty of fi.i uge in the country, as the land
U more or lens cu ttvn'ed, thungh In a peculiar man*
ner, yetmifllclenl for the use of the Inhabitant;*. A
fiew ami sound dollar ot the Maria Theresa stamp
must be pal 1 for n goatskin full of barley v,-'r h will
Weigh about iw-my two pound*. Triam amount
cf money mu-< be psld f >r two !mnil:""t pounds of
wood. A halfcr« it, a rupeeor a shdiin/they look
upon wlih come jA i, and ang.-y words or Dlo\»3 <b.y
resent qalckiv.
Thov ilPA nf t>'l» r»f auk Tn I' .sn .noil

yroportlonefl, witn nm- hand" and fWitU'c, chort
aulr, kepi plaited and alwa.n well »Mit"Tod. \vheti
tbey vlalt camp tlK-y come ^ el I armed vith r» ,.r,
shield and a curved -<w«rd ve;v ttu< 11 an klr>. in the
U*e of the »tne,d tlie) arnverv expert. F.rth'- parCoftwtin* their cxpcnneaa un Kngltah aoloier.

»ufhly aklUcd In the !»> «.tthr ai" « :i

tftioat a strong, athletic Agame. Uke lightning mo
a-bre flew around the native «ii*» with hack .trokc«
nd front cut*, now at his head and th, n jit In- I

feat like black shadow the ableld Kll'U d from »uie
to aide aud auccorfafully averted every itrokc for over
flne-n minute*.
Thuue shield* are circular and arc mnde >f douM t

oxhide, well tunned and oiled, and are lmpen<tiui»lf
to mi>re or spear. Of old the Ethiopian* «cri
Ouuoua In their use, for Jeremiah. In nt*cxii->r:a
tlon, aavs, "L'OOM up ye honwa, ami r.ige yu chart
©ta, and let the mighty men como forth.the men 01
miopia and I lltyft that handle the shield.' Tlx li

drone la th«* breochc.lotli ftiid a cotton robe, wiUi i
broad red strlie acreaa It.' centre, which la worn liki

toga. Ui«*ll within fonr daya' nuu<"i to \n*u;<
tboee tribe* Inhabited khe country through whU-n on
*yu«# lftjr.

Tnt ClTIMTia* oV NAIfR.
Early on the morning of the 3th Infant llic ml
anoe brigado, composed of th>- Tbirty-third ri »rl

inent European* (moetly Irish, Ktmith regiment na
live Infantry, the Hclnde horse, native cavalry,
rocket batten of artillery and tiw> mountain
rtee, numtterlng In all al>out 2. >«»> strong. itwrehM
onto! their canu) at Ponafe and star c.i for vnltlo
The ftclnde hotT.>, with their ithcepukln c uitx uai
green ouifonn*, presented a very hue appeannce
and their ofllcet a, who were fcii-t Indian l.ngll«ti
<n«n, were decked out in the plrndhl uitl'oun oi
a offloer of the reirltueiit, with silver hel neu, «ll

ver scabbards, sdver »wor<t hnndlos, gold Imttons,
liver apura, silver embroideries, silken sw<he* ant
gold spaulets, whi< h inn-d have cost aoim :hln(Dke while tlie horse* on wiilrb t!vy rod<
were m richly decorated >w their ride- *. The lnrau
try in tbelr dull brown linen nnlfontudld not i«n;. a<
well, nor wus their drill, afer eleven te<*i»' service
Anything extraordinary. A i*n<l <it twnt* flvi
musician* preceded the column, fMl wlici thuorde
to marcb wok gi\ n at ruck up th we I I i v t, L

of "Cheer, hoya, cl'ecr." Il w;ih cerUilnl. v; r,

dvice, for the dlaran' <f was lojjg, t';f JHH
toot, and tlie t>r°ii'Jl '[ ilu t»i« u». « ,i 7i;U«l nave the rotuJTr'i Rdry ftitpeft>feu<'e, wfti.'h, w.-.'
the ube^rtalatj of the ojid of tiv t.vp4>litioi), hil^iifcerhape tar.v; tfte troops to bo dcjoilert. 'ifub th
toulumo liftd a h uneil nal plebftla look, Witit iU
»» Uftl<.:rilusTieiy. ftoiower® r.il ui<>0, bN. " liiTT

ftuil wl.iUi inrn: ('.orkii'-y* fi'o ii lioudon an'1 C'e.i
pom IiMa, l, (ijeliliig,tip tin Ir f;e»t*Hli Itnpudeiifcenai evei.t tiling: grave l»KikiiiK fit l'»r«ee8 fio
J'crsift, acownng. nin looa fr^rn tho l»»uk< of tti
J.I hi*, bnwk t'_vci, «. || oiietl ^ikii* lio n 111
>!/ tntti*. -; k :i:i' imiy Hejx.je fiom the D<;«

iCiooioaj ri'jimwil'ji froai Atao.i. u«;i>

NEW YOliK
faced Pagans from Barbary, Janus-hearted,
treacherous Ucngalese: wild looking Egyp!tlans from Cairo and Alexandria, turbamed
and red fezid Turk flora his darling Stainboul;theliteral, olive-cheeked Jew from Palestine,
followed by the naked Shoho, the daring, athletic
Nubian and the plundering Hazortite, all rldlag or
walking, chatting uud smoking as they went, with
a (rain of commissary stores two miles loug and a
truin of mules laden with camp equipage live miles
loug, besides a motley number of sutlers and natives
carrying tobacco, ghee halieb (milk) and barley
bread. Including the muleteers, servants, diiuly
bearers, pottawallas, ghorawallas and natives, there t
were over4,ooo meu «nd about 7,000 animals in tliat
seven mile proccssion.
A company of the Scinde horse regiment brought

np the rear, and before mauy miles were passed tl.e
task devolved upon them of driving up a
lot of sickened wretches who had bccome faiut-
hearted on leaving the plateau and descending down
roads that seemed to lead to hell, so steep the hills
became, while auother hill of equal height loomed up
dark and stern, inclosing an oven-like valley which
teemed with carnivorous animals. On clambering up
tiie steep sides of the opposite hill numbers lelt out by
the way.sore-footed Hindoo soldiers, who eat
notinng but rice, home-sick Arab muleteers and other
emaciated wretches, who prayed In piteous tones to
be left alone to die. Several did fall out and never
rose HgftiD,
Up steep' hills rough with massive rocks, made

more difficult by Hio scorching sun, over rolling
plateaus, past smiling pastoral valleys, by robbers'
roosts and tiic Troglodytes' caves, the column wound
its way. Now the brigade the van of the expedition
passed over a gentle rolling country overgrown with
baubool bushes anon it straightened its lines along
a deep ravine, down the dry bed of a mountain torrentthe precipitous banks of which were lined with
rocks, trees, copies and tamarinds, whose branches
were alive with strange singing birds, and where the
cheatah watched for its prey. Here blocks of quartz
aud felspar rocks reared themselves above us, on
whose hot surfaces the horned viper or the cerastes
basked, aud tlie lithe lizard glided with quickened
motion at our approach. Gradually iavines widen
into lovely valleys, through which meauder murmuringstreams, in whose waters the lowing cows lazily
wagging their tails, slake tkelr thirst. In these valleys
the vaiuable Kusso tree flourishes, whose exudition
Is considered a specific in cases of worms, a malady
to which the natives of the country aresubiuct. Tills
tree in about twenty feet high, with a crooked trunk
and clothed with piiilcated leaves of a pleasant opaque
green color, 'ihe sycamore tree, which is the true
sycamore, with its evergreen branches adds to the
beauty of the scene. Soon we leave the valleys aud ascendthe mountains, higher and higher, until we stand
fully 11,000 feet above ihe level of the sea. Then we
descend piadualij' downward through fields of floweringshrubs, aloes widen cover the mountain tops, in
full bloom, honeysuckle; then through natural arbors
caused by the interlacing of branches of great trees,
aud still downward to parts covercd with wild olives
and thick groves of uie berry-bearing cedar tree,
where the fragrance of the sweet brier, wild myrtle
and other aromatic shrubs was almost overpowering.
The various stations on the route to Antalo ore

named as follows:
From Ztiula. Miles. From Zou'a. MUef.
Koomaylee 13 Adabcrgeu 15
Sooroo 14 Dongalo 14
I ndel Wells 13 Aguila 12
Karatfuddy 14 Dotila 8
Senate 9 Moochtart 8
Guckuuda 15 Antalo 16
Pekudo 18
Atigeratt 10183
Aturo 14 Magdala 100

Total distance 353
THE COMMANDKP.-IN-CniKl',

Sir Robert Napier, is a man of ability; lie is ccrtaln|ly a courteous gentleman, and so is Brigadier Ueue!ral Mercwet her, who looks more like an American
than an Englishman.
They have both made great mistakes in sanctioningthe engageun at of foreign muleteers. The Arabs

1'icici iu me uj iuc iuikhiuc ni.iu xv nujr luiuier;
winle the liiuauns, who eat nothing but rice una
dliull, become weak-kneed, and die ironi sheer e\hauatioiiduring the 1'atiguing inarchcs. From Sen.de
to Antalo, however muny the cross roads, however
intricate tl.e bypatlw or however expansive the level
plateau or dense the banbool forest, no stranger
could need a iruldc, (or the dead mules and horses
which lined the track would have guided him on the
way to Antalo; and but for these carcases It would
have beeu often impossible to have found it, for the
feast Indian sappers and pioneers have done their
woikiu a very ineffective manner front Senafe to
Antalo.
THE CHIEF or TIGRK IK COUNCIL.IIOW UK EMPLOYED

COLONEL MKilBWKTUKB.
Two days before wo parsed through General Napierhud been visited "y the ambassador of Kussal, chief

ol Tigrtf, who came with a well armed retinue nuuiluringover a hundred men. They were all mounted
upon ilcet, haid.< ponies, but the ambassador aud his
secretary were mounted upon the same horse. They
uil wore clean coanw cotton cloth with the inevitablered stripe, aud a kind of a high, steep turban,
'l hey rode to t he presence of the General with great
pomp and parade of horsemanship, howling barbarouslyand tin owing the s,:ear after the manner of the
'lurkish djeortdf. After amusing the General's statr
with several hattio manccnvrea very well executed
they alighted from their horses and Halaamed before
the Generals iua.quae. The council then commenced,during which the envoy laid his head in
Merewether's lap, staring up In hi* face very inso1lently; for which, I was told, Merewcther used him

; very roughly, so th.-re was reason to suppose that
, Kussal, the Chief of Tlgre. would bo apt to consider

it an ln*uit and resent it accordingly. Your corre1spondeut did not arrive In time to hear the speeches,
i which were go d Eastern orations.
, This Kussai was foi merly a chler of the western pail

ofTigre. when YVagsbuin Gobazye was governor of
the whole province. Kussal was sent to punish anotherrebellious chief, and so well did Kussal perforin
his allotted task, that Gobayze confluued him as
ruler over half tils province, liy and by W'agsbum
Gobay^e rebelled u.ra.ust Theodorus, tho Emperor of
Abyssinia, when Kussai declared himself in favor of
Theodorus. Cobavzo was so incensed that he
marched against hiiu with an army, which was defeated.upon which Kussai assumed tno governorship
of Tigrv, which tickled Theodorus so much in getting
such a strong suppor ter of bis throne, that he per1Tt.imwi tilin 1. Pofilii tlcit liA )| ..< 11.11'

inn been successful ho far he sours higher, an.I ulready(ancles himself supreme ruler, at lie slgushlmselfChief of Ethiopia and seals ids letters with the

freui sum of YbyssinlA, the Uon of the 1 rll>c of Judali.
ecllug assutcd that Theodoras' reign ts about to

draw to a close lie seeks to strengthen his claim to
the regal dignity by a timely friendly alliance with
the Ferrlngnecs, by whom he imagines lie is about to
be made Xegashl of tho empire, lie la to meet Sir
Robert Napier at «t u.«-*c-m on the iOth, a small village
standing halfway between AdaUcrgen and Uongalo,
where a treaty will be made.
Gobnyxe, his former master, Is sorely pressed by

Theodorus, who is advancing upou him with hH
whole army, apparently careless whether he meet
the Kerrlnxhrvs <>r no', although ho known the) aio
iu the country. Tho w sgsbuui is incllnod to receive
the British force with open arms, as they ailor i such
an excellent sa:egn;trd to fall hue* upou.

N\TtVl; TuVDlTlONS AND IMHJS.
All the natives that wo have met In the country

seem to ha\ c an idea that the English will be ami
hilated. The domain, in the time oi Augustus, made
war upon C&ndace, Qneen or Ethiopia, Xoh&iume ,
the areh Impostc, made war upon the Christians or
Al»s*inla, and .ue Egyptians under Mohammed All
craved the ta^W of un iuertng tho country, and all
these were def .fed. Why not the English! There
would be no (i'i«-sr;on or their utter annihilation
were all the klngdonu and provinces of Ab;,sslnia
united. Tho Kngdaft have seized a propitious mo-
meat to extend their conquests, when the whole
empire is torn by civil war, tribe against tribe, and
all against tho King. Courage, even when seconded
bj tfbcipitae, oaiuioi always overcome the obeia* .opposedbr the law ofuaiure. The burning sun. the
almost Inaccessible mountains and the scarcity of
water an 1 provisions aid King Theodoras In opposingtue Bogl Ihe long stiagllng, Une* Of trans,
port trains conveying (lie commissary stores, could
br a stroke of Sheridan tactic* be easily captured.
and the tao a d stations along the raa ( destroyed
one utter ano:her. Even now, when all Heaven and

* earth seem: an avi d against Theodorua, ho has a
chance to retrieve his waning fortune*, and that.]
N by 'ak.ug the pilionersaong .villi him and making
what Merewetiier calls a "running i:wue." I bar
If King TheodortM undertakes flint kind of war
that Engl »n I will sorrow greatly at the weight of
expenses thrown upon her. Tttw XM,000,000 uiie id*
spent would ho Incteas d to £100,000,1100, ntul this
vim for the vindication of her dignity Bud ihc ujipilrementof p e-i ge.

j<din hi i.i. ocNTtxo rn* rRoKirs.
The F.ngP«h hare already turned their uttetition to

the revenue)'of the enntn and found It to be only
f4U0,unu, bat which might easily be raided to
*f>. utMkM p. r annum ir the country was properly
cultivated; f.>rUk: i nilure. a-t might becxpecteif In a
state of soe'ety where there arc so few rewsrdsfor Indintrr, Is still In a very rude condition,tae o. cupi -is of laud trusting much more
to the natural fertillt* of the soli than

i to nnr system or management. The ploughs
are so extremely Inartificial that they consist of
not'ilnf niote timn a crooked stick, pointed with
iron. »i-n one Itarve-t* oml tlio modern Implementsof indne-ry what uitjtlit the country not pro,rtticev Kjr iniirmtou m «M time and harvest would

t follow each other every mouth of the year. In fact,
Vegetation never fn' »«-«.erp In this happy climate.

I TliP native* B,,w hurley in the beginning of May,
. that la h little before <fi* commeuenmeut of the noB
1 toon ruins; II eom< * to mitturttjr In June, nnd la tin*
, moUietel* carried off the tiei<t», that it may not be
- i1e»troyefl by ttir exceMve moisture. Then they
f tow vetchea, whh.lt likewise ripen durim the nUn.v

ai'tnon. In September the> sow wheal or te(T, and
If utey have water tl«v repeat bailey or t ires in

I January. Tlie rent paid to thn Hint? Is one-tenth of
r the er©t>: but the product n -mail the peaeaul*
» never Iweoine affluent.

TM utniiber or anim»Ja, both tarn* nnd wild. that
) have been seen by us >tread* H something wonderIn!,and they all aoeni dlflrrnut to the animals of
j other coutiW'le*. There are two kludaof cows; one

Kind havt wide sj»r*ndlfi| Uorur, fcttii huniy on tjioir

i
*
en formed, fcltli^sMrt born*, «h<\ JJc sb*ut rti4

[> tf?e ol a common calf In our country. TUa
l> areamaM, a lire animals. averv hardy breed, *inn ar
t t-> Mexlonn mtifiungM. 1h* Ethiopian hon.Df wild
e boar, h- * p;tioel moDlMr, with tiimK* *pre:\<)ir.|i out
« like boms, These Afford eneUing sport the
ft eii iui 'i « liut'Qng nroltohiliy of the Kiufitaii oiiio^r*.
" »i/'1\' f|ktHN.WlKI catl *» ?>« >»
it t!i« a, lf,>uA, eh-tiiuuK wllil BT7ffa7oe*. WV 11 fvwi..o«
it widiiiMi1. iilixfc*, To:<*4, theaddux (rfn stu ual bet .nett
e a i'OW atid a wont), the fenne (Wi rabbit, half fox),
« tue e i» >«, amali deer, mid a h<«tt of other* t o

numerous to mention, haee been seen on the ronic
- I V. u ,\int>ara -»n-1 Uat aoiu«mM atwk a wtandi t and
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choice ineattxork' sua museum out of U;e annals In
Abyssinia. ah lor bird". I will ouly naute (ho gigantic
taccun, hornbiti, ibis, kite, guinea fowl lu ubunaanoe,
kayleo, hawk* i>!o\er, su-pe, turkeys, gee-te, ducks,
laiye quail. clock bird aud a thousand others. Each
patch 01 forest an I vt ooiled banks of rivers resound
with suoli a strange ciiurua ol voices that it is perfectlydeafening. Under the verdant foliage of the
baoltab, the cedar and woody kolynall sport scores
of monkeys deuantly, as if they knew the soldiers
were not allowed to kill anv of them. While the
mosquitoes are ttio largest and yet the most timid,
the Hies were the smallest and yet the boldest. This
pari'Jty of wlglits and sounds affords infinite amusementand serves to while away the marches.

KKLIGION.
The monotony of travelling was also relieved who

passing villages on observing groups of nude maidensand lubty lads in tig-leaved dress issue out of
their villages, playing on their reed pipes blithe and
cheery notes or welcome. Oray headed elders and
village dignitaries came forth and exchanged their
friendly salaams, and made anxious inquiries respectingour religion.
One old centeuar an hobbled ap to your correspondentand asked earnestly whether he was a Christian.
"Oua (yes)," was the answer.
"Bemin gardaoh lesu Cristos," was his reply in the

only Turkish he could muster, which means, Vouaro
my brother In Jesus Christ," after which he took out or
his bottom a fancifully ornamented iron cross,
which he reverently kissed, and to show our love for
the Christian religion our party followed ins example,
which so pleased them that they accompanied us on
our journey for a mile or two, and only parted from
us after exchanging many a courteous salaam. At
the village of Adabergen the entire population came
out and Inquired it we were Christians. The Mussulmans,i'arsies and Hindoos replied with contempt,
which contempt eusued hatred, bix Arabs have
been kilied and mutilated, and one Hindoo was found
literally out to piecps.
Six days' marcti from Senafe we came to a country

where tho people were all Christians. Their churches
were built of mud and stone with turrets, were situatedin the most lovely places under the evergreen
foliage of the sycamore or the baobab, which
screened their places of worship from Intrusive curiosityand by tins exclusion auu holy calm served to
add to the spirit or devotion by which the Christians
In Abyssinia are animated.
The summits of many of their churches were perfectcones, while the wails were encircled by a numberof wooden pillars.being trunks of the cedar

tree placed so as to support the edifice.and as the
roof projects about eight feet beyond the walls an
agreeable walk or collonnade is thereby formed,
which proves wf great use In hot or rainy weather.
The Inside is divided into several apartments nearly
according to the directions which arc given in the
law of Moses. The tlrst Is a circle somewhat wider
than the inner one, here the congregation say their
prafers. Within this is a square, which is divided
by u rail or curftun, corresponding to the Holy Place
and the Holy of lloiies in the Jewish Tabernacle.
The latter is so narrow that none but the priests are
admitted into it.
There is something very fantastic in their mode of

conducting divine service. Their musical Instrumentsare little drums, which they hang about their
necks and beat with both their handa, and this exerciseis performed by their chief men as well as by
the gravest ecclesiastics. They have aticks likewise,
with which they strike the ground, accompanying
the blow with a motion of their bodies. They bej<iu
their devotions by stamping with their feet on the
Hour and picying gently on the drums; but whoa
they become warm and anhuatod they leave off beatingand proceed to leap, dance aud clan their hands
as if in ecstucy at some iuliate bliss, straining their
voices at the same time to the highest pitch, till theybecome more like an infuriated crowd thau a religionsassembly. For this manner oi conducting the
religious services they quote the psalm of David, "O
clap your hands, all ye nations."

It la strange with what tenacity these people have
clung to Christianity when reflecting upon the vigorousefforts made to crush it by Mohammedanism.
Though the Crescent rules over ligypt, Christianity,
which was preached by t>t. Murk In the city 01 Alexandriadwles Mohammedanism still, secure iu the
mountain t'u.stnes^os of Abyssinia.

FltOM 1UKAKU
The more I see of these people the more am I convincedthat they belong to some of the lost ten tribes

of'Israel, who, itsthe prophecy foretold, should ho
"distinguishable from (lentilea save by circumcisionvain. The royal standard of Abyssinia displaysthe lion of the tribe 01 .luduli, to indicate the
decent of tiio kings from Solomon, The great seal
of Abyssinia is the lion of Judali, and there is a predictionextant winch is cherished by the natives,
vl/...that the delivery of Palestine from tiie hands of
the iufldel Moslem and the gathering together of all
the children ol Israel would be effected by a kiug of
Ethiopia.
The valleys as we proceeded were better cultivated;

haycocks wero i-een standing in the vicinity ol comfortablelooking houses. Cattle wero lowing in the
fields; sheep aud goats browsed on the lulls, over
which shepherd boys, with a goatskin over their
backs, wauiiied, while playing upon their reed pipes
shrill and mournful times. Indeed, for inauy units a
panorama of contentment and happiness unveiled to
the view such us might be presented in the most
civilized or peaceful portions ol the globe.

KKVKNUKVirL NATIVES.
A ferocious, blood thirsty aud perfidious set of

natives occupy the mountain heights, to whom many
are Inclined to believe that we owe the death of three
English oniccrs who have beeu fouud dead, while
others say that one shot himself, while another was
killed by aH elephant. The oillcers' names areM
ofcel Dunn, or the Thirty-third; Major Cooper, of the
Fourth, aud a Captain Edwards. These tierce native*
live 111 cavern like the ancient Troglodytes, or it
hovels constructed with a cone-like roof of rushet
and mil' . 1 e.idlng a pastoral lift they change then
dwelling as soon as the rains have produced a littl<
verdure on their parched soil, for when the hot sea
son ends on the coust it begins among the moun
tains.

A TB1.RORAPH LINK
has been laid all the way from Zoula to Atlgerntt, n
distance of one hundred miles, and U is intended to
extend the line as far as Antulo as soon as practicable.

KAHLY AND MODKRN KXPI/OKKKS.
All the great Powers oi Europe have sent experiencedofficers to examine and report on '.lie AMR*

sinlan expedition. France has sent (ieneral Le
H Captain lierdocourt (a son of tleneral Rochet
D. lierdecourt, who made a journey through Ethiopia
in 1*17 under the auspices of the French Aca Icm.v ol
sciences) and Cominundaut i.allo, ol the marine service.Prussia Is represented by Count Secondoril
and Captain 844MB.also l)r. Koitf, the African travellerand an auiltor of celebrity. Italy is represented
by Major bacon and Captain Ossio, oillcers who
served with distinction during the late war with
Austria. The King of- Holland has sent Captain
Prince aud First Lieutenant tmjis. l»r. I,outs Kniph
aud captain Hpeud.v, A by >h man travellers, also
Major Levlson, the "Old bhekamy," un author of
suiue repute, are with the expedition. All tiie nbove
gentlemen are wuu me auvanco origaue. mere are
several correspondents alto bore, four KnglNh, two
Kast Indian. two German, t>vo French and one
Atncrlcan, the Nkw \uuk Hkuai.d correspondent.
Your eoirc-i>oudeut wight add that lit-, in coinpan}with Major l-cttlson, wait the tlrst *\ho entered

Ha' unelent ami important city 01 Au;ut<:.

( oiVVTutiby of Ab.T<«ftlttin.
AVCI'tVT *NH tODFRN HISTOHY OK THK KM PI ICR.

ITV> StTI AIION, KNTKANCKS, TWOllKAPilY A\l> IN
AllrAI-'TJ.

Aby .slnla Is a vast country of Eastern Aftiea, extendingbet ween latitude 7 decrees in minuter and
IB degrees 40 'minutes north, and longitude 34 degrees20 mlnntea and 4a degreoa 20 uiiiutut cut;
hounded on the ea«t by Adel, northeast i>y the Ited
Sea. northwest by Nubli, and south and southeast
by wluit is known lo explorers ns the coiiuli) of tho
walius. *

From various sour'-es t > !?and during the progress
of the war in Abj -isinla and the otileia! topograph!Ical reports of the F.iig'lsh *uihnrlilc* we c-mpllc the
following statement of tlie ancient history :oid g^oIgruphy of the empire:. ,

More than two thousand years bro the father
of ureek hHtory des ribed Ethiopia as inn most
distant region of the earth, whose inhabitants wi re
the tallest, most beautiful and "most loti ^llved" of
the humnn nice. Defore him the father of Ureek
po« try hud already snng of the Ethiopian*, 'remotest
of men," uiost just, with "whom Ih uu noiMI uo-ls
delight to banquet." Deyontl the confines of
Kgypl, the finilnd nat.on of whom the (.reeks
Kn^iw anvtl tug. tljere K-se a vision of \
niighiy empire. Klorlens. aneient, powerful, rieh In
gold and jewels and spice*. Its fnhnbitunt* dwelt
around the sources of the mysterious Nltj. and, as
some thought, had powerto restrain or |MMiniown Its
f.-Yullilng watera. Hoi it was known only by report.
l»o iihu rcni-ii'-u na in*.am Hunters, No
conqueror had marched un arm* wlthl Itn *:>crc 1
territory. lho I'ernian matter of Egypt bad made
the attempt and fiti.t'd. Hut history tepeats It'-vif,
and It Is, 0 seem*, (he lot of England to tie perpel^allytrending in the step* of ttio ancient hemes, ,N
many yeais auro sue reproduced the cnmp'ttgn.i i»t
Alexau kr and I'orit* in the Punjab. ,siio h now
shout to conclude the baffled enterprise of c-jinbysesIn Africa. A bv sain la is reitily n mo-«t
ancient empire, width has preset ved through
long ages of tenia'ton Hiid d»>grad.itloti some rci!.ja of
civilization and Christianity, Surrounded to negro
trll>es It still malntaino In form and Isrgtiag* the
higher t»p« of the Hemitic ra' « to which It belongs.
Pressed on all irtd'-a fty Mahometan Invaders, it haa
never relinquished its nominal adherence to the (Jospel.Thi royal dynasty. derived orlginaily-so rung
the tradition.firoiu soil tfr Ring."onionand the Queen of Hh> bs. sank down, lit? the
Merovingians In Kri^e, to j» fucwpslon of »>»fti
fuFfifank), wdo are pittcti* ally Rup«rseded
s am jmrt
last Abyasinla became little more than a name,
like Frauce in feudal times, or Germany and halt
befvr« their tateat reh*t>tili,a>lon^ for a collation «l
independent State*. a uiere fngraphloal expression.
Gibbon coftclwlw his brier summary of tiie latesl
incident In it* history which fell uftfler hi« r«Wew;thi fRJooTtry of Abvsstnla br Uis I'Qrtvgueai)Wtf and u* eon^rslon to Uiift Cht inanity, fcllowedby 1U frtnilen ind total relapse into It* old
M ii opnvamjie. esj.wi'ft the following charaetirlaiu
a nr. ro-:."T rfA ** or that solitary re Ira roh
forest shut a nn.-t tne arts, the science and th<
fkiiatlfllsm of fellKE**y 'L « fjjmfttur* an
MOfi^TMrnl, f» »rlW lh* pfMMit ration tii<

I gates have Men gradually uncloalng and will sooi
be flung wide open by Britain.

Sir t*amnei Baker's boo*, "The Ml* Tributaries oi
'

Abyssinia," does not deal directly with Abjsalnll
vioixw. th* counter of Unwlat* 01 Ui,j wort

Al'ltlL 29, 186B-QUADUU1
the LamOon Times remarks thus:.We <»poned Mr
Samuel linker.'* book with an expectation that it
would throw buuiu light on thilt unknown region to
which, not without anxious misgivings, we ara
about to despatch a British expedition. In this
respect we liave been disappointed, for Sir Samuel
Raker, Iu following the course of the Abyssinian
tributaries of the Nile, did not pu&s over the mounitain ranges that, wall In the territories of the Kiu|peror Theodore, and lie has told us nothing about
Abyssinia proper the Switzerland of the African
continent. Kxcept, however, for tliis our hopes
respecting this work have not been frustrated; it is
a valuable record of discovery and adventure, describedgraphically and In a pleasing manner. It
is hardly necessary to remind our readers of what
Sir Samuel Baker lias achieved in ihe matter of
exploring In Africa. Ilow, accompanied by his
heroic wife, ho set forth ou his famous expedition to
And out the sources of the Nile: bow. braviug perl a
and difficulties innumerable, they made good their
wuy Into the heart of the continent; and how,
having solvod the geographical problems left undeterminedby Speke and Grant, tliev beheld the head
of the nitghty stream issue from the gigantic Albert
Nyauza, is a tale uot to be soou forgotten by thousandsin the present genera lion. This renowned
jouruev settled a question which had been a mystery
a nte t'ae dawn of history; It showed conclusively
that the origin of the Nile Is to be found
iu two lakes of immense size.the Victoria
aud the Albert Nyanza, in the centre of
Equatorial Africa. Before, however, the who 0
system of the Nile could be said to have been exploredanother question remained obscuie.namely,
what was the cause of the extraordinary rise of the
great river at settled periods, and where the fountainsof Its proline overflow 1 It has been the good
fortune 01 rtir ^uiiiuci iwkcr iu imu pui
tioa also to rest, and thus to have completely unfoldedone of tho most remarkable secrets of geography.Lie Tore departing ou his great expedition
lie made a tour with Lady Baker through Nubia and
Egyptian Abyssinia, in order to ascertain the characterol the atlluents of the Nile in tbose countries;

id the general result of hi3 discoveries is that,
while the Victoria and Albert Nyanzas are the
parent reservoirs of the Nile, its inundations, with
their fertilizing effects, are caused wholly by Its
Abyssinian tributaries. The volume before us 4? a
record of this interesting and Important Journey, and
it lias satisfied us (hat Sir Sainuel Baker Is correot in
his views on this subject.
General Description of tbe Country of Abyssiniaand of tlio Different Routes Leading
Into It.
Abyssinia is often represented on maps as bounded

on the eaat by the Red Sea. Tills, however, is au
error. Abyssinia proper consists of a high mountainoustable land, the eastern boundary of which
may bo considered roughly as following the fortieth
degree of east longitude. Between this mountainous
region and the sea there is a tract of arid^iow lying,
waterless country, inhabited by the savage Danakll
tribes; this region at Massowah is only a few miles
broad, but it widens out to 200 or 360 miles at
rah. Iu climate, inhabitants, s^U, cultivation, Ac.,
those tw\) regions are totally opposite, the highlands
being salubrious, temperate, generally well watered
and traversed by paths iu every direction, while the
low country is arid, waterless, with few exceptions
trackless and uncultivated.
This inhospitable region effectually cats off the

highlands from all communication with the sea exceptat three points, Massowah and its neighborhood
on the north, Amphilia Bay, about loo miles to the
southeast, an I Tujurrah on the south. From these
three points the roads into the interior are of a very
(II irerent character, for at Massowah thoy very soon
climb the eastern boundary of the highlands and
continue along the elevated land, whilst from Tajiirrahthey have to traverse 200 or 300 miles, and from
Amphilia Hay lroin 60 to 100 miles of the low lying
country before they reach tno highlands.

'J ho western and southern boundaries of Abyssinia
are very undefined, but they may be taken roughly
as conterminous with the edgo ol tho highlands, and
>.uv-i».r tlia Wlnm nrl lilnn Vll<i on t.hn u-t>ut and flip

Ued .Sea rather south by east.
koAds from massowah.

After traversing thirty or forty miles of hot, low
lying desert country the main road from Maasowah
to tiondar asoends the mountains by the Taraata
pas-*. This pass is described by all travellers as one
of great difficulty. up which in some places loaded
animals can with difficulty make their way. It cau
be uvoided by going round to the west, where there
arc a! le..st two paths, one of which was followed by
Ferret and (iuliniur, on their returu to Mussowah, in
l>4i, and the other by MausfleUl Furkyns, on his way
to Adowa, in ts43. Neither of these travellers described
the same difficulties on reaching the highland by
tho^e rouies as are experienced in the Taranta pass.
M. Munxinger has also lately given a description of
two paths by which the table land can be renched In
the direction of Haya Khor. Of this line l)r. Beke,
writing iu 1M2, savs:."After quitting the
table land of Serawfl at Gura I descended
from Kalyaktior to Massowah by a gradual
and easy road, well watered, and occupying
two days and a half, very gentle travelling. This
is so much superior to the steep way up the Taranta
that it is now generally chosen by the Europeans."
The Taranta pass may also be avoided by lollowlng
up the Haddas stream to Tohonda. l'lils road was
traversed by Krapf, who stales that It Is an easy one
and that it miKiit be made available for camels.
From Annesley Bay Tohonda and Senate may also
be reached.
When the highland Is reached the country for the

whole distance to (iondar and Magdtila appears to
pn sent alternations of fertile land, rocky, barren
tracts, mountain passes and denies. The table land
appeurs to tie from ft,000 to 8,000 feet above the sea,
and the mountains rise from it to the height of 10,000
and 16,000 feet, the whole country being broken and
tossed about In a remarkable degree. With the exceptionof the first 00 or 60 miles after leaving Massowrhthere seems to be generally no want of water.
'1 here are ninner, us paths between the villages, but
none that deserve the name of roads.

lloiides the main road from Massowah to Oondar
by Adowa there Is also, according to Dr. Beke, a
second great caravan road from north to south of
Abyasiuia, from Massowah, through Antalo and
Nocota. Antalo (nbout. latitude 13Hi degrees, longitude-J degrees) may be reached either through
Addlto'aiir by ttie route followed by Huppell and Ferretand tialinler, or through Adowa. as travelled by
lleke, or by an intermediate route followed by Salt.
Magdtila, according to Dr. Beke and Dr. Blanc, can
be more easily reached from the direction of Socota
than Hint of Dehra-'l al>or.
There are numerous streams and rivers and high

mountain passes to be traversed on these highlands.
Is peculiar. The water shed runs verv near their
eastern edge, iroin which It results that all the
great rivers lmvc their rise near the eastern side
of the table luii'I and theu take a westerly course.
The prlncipul of those are the March, Takazze, Atbaraand ml or BUM Nile. The Tak.izzecrosses the
the principal caravan road from Mussowah to (Jonilarand is a most formidable obstacle. It Is described
by Parky ns, who crossed It. In the rainy season, hs
nearly equal in volume 10 the Thames at Greenwich,
but resembling in rajldity the lllione when It leaves
I,ukc Geneva. In the dry season It Is fordshle. Itrnce
describes it flowing 111 a pllilllglo. valley.*' Ferretand Onbnter say:.'The ravine In which It runs
( oneof the steepest pos*li>i«\ At Tehel atehekenneIt Is not less than ',000 feet deep: the breadiu of
the rl\er Is ai*mt sixty feet, and lt« depth In March
not more than turee or four feet, It In then fordablc
almost everywhere, in the rainy season it overflows
its bank and it* depth Is often from fifteen to eighteenfeet." I'nrkyns savs that niounta ns almost liupiOKuatileby nature arc ooinmon in Int.) country.

m
One important feature of Abvsilnla In the existence

or ranges of snow-topped mouniains In the provimes of Satnen and l.usla, which stretch at right
angles to ihe roads h ading from the north towards
Gondar an I Mug lain, and the iHisses through which
are descritted a.< of the most formidable charncter.
The two principal passes leading to Uondar arc the
Lameiiuon and selkl. Of the first, Ferret and Gall|nler say:."We found ourselves in the Larnetmon,
w ho.*-summit, s.t.on feet above the sea, sinks Into
the plains of Wiiggara. All at once an Immense
gulf opened unfler our feet. We got otf our mules.
nun, icii<iiiik mem oy me nnnie, iieiiTDnon inc
mountains t>v ft ptrecmtoM path, Mocked with fri|'
menis of rook. whlen threatened at every Btep to

piei ipltalc us Into the abyss on our left."
Brum miv4 of Hie iame pus*:."We were now

ast ending flic l.auieimon through a very narrowroot,or lather path, for It ffcntVely was two
feet wide anywhere. It whs n spiral, winding
up the side of it noanteln, always on the very bri^of a precipice. Torrents of water, which in winter
fsfiy bhwlgiouj jtones <]own the side of the moun1tains, hail mvliled tlie paHi In several places, an<l
opened to in a view of that dreadful abyss below
which few fiends can bear to look upon. We were
here obliged to unload our baggage, and bv slow deIgrew crawl up the hill, carrying tneni, little by little,
upon our ahonMera round those chasms whore the
road * as Intersected."
Comiics and Tuinlsler thus speak of the Selkl

I\ie<:."We then abandoned the banks of the river
to monnt l<y mi Internal path. » At length
w* armed at the top of ihe prodigious m:iss. On
everv side still morn colossal mountains raised their
hendvbetwfcn which was the path which we had
to follow. * After marching two hours wc
pacsed the gate called .Sancaber, closing the finest
and perhaim the only road In Abysnlnla can bid along
the side of a iilgii mountain Inaccessible from tHe
top to the bottom."

I CL'MATW.
Tlii hlgUanfls ire very healthy. They mo stated

by Parkynx to "enjoy probably iut salubrious a climateas any country on the face of tlie globe. The
heat it by no means ouprewiive, ajlne light air counFemeting the powor of the sup. At coram accUAhs
of the year the low valleya, as of the Mureb and Tacicaiy, especially the former, are much to be feared
from tho malaria which prevails and which brings
on. In persona exposed to Its Influence, moat torrliiie

11, Inltayimatory fevers, of whloh lour cases out of Ove
ato ratal." Harris thai speaks of tha highlands of

> 9boa:."As If by the touch yf the pttglijl^n'i wapd.
r the sc?ne now pawes In an InstAht nom parched and

arid wMt# to the green and lovely highlands
I of Abyssinia, presenting one aheet of rich

nnd Hi riving tfiltlvatlon. £*ioh fertile knoil Is
I crowned with iU peaceful haniloi? earh rural

vale trnvjrsfd hffto' nstal brook uud teruulngw th
heffls ana Cocks. The cool mouutaln i^h\ r Is redo}jent of eglantine and Jasmine, and the sort gti n

I ttirf, spang'"*! with elover, dalslne and buttercups,
j yields at every step the aromatic fra/ranc*: of the
. mint and thyme." Ktapf, when travelling near i.nKr
> Haik, sms:."The climate In th<-*^liiins h riunil,
i neither too hot uor t»<*cold, tho air heii»r, ni a* * reIfreshed by the WI nil* blowing from the nountrus
f Then- Is plenty of water poured out from lie wuw jf
\ the nelghb irli'ig mounialns,"
i There la a iry and a rain* iewon urn hteh-

*LK SHEET.
landa. The latter extends from May to September,
ana, with too exception of a few «tu>wers iu tUe beginningof November, little more rain falls during
the year. Bruce gives the rainfall from a register
kept at Ciondar and Koscaui as follows:.

Uwular, 1770. Koscatn, 17TJ.
Inches. Inches.

March and April 039.<46
May 3.717 2.501

June 4.307 0.308
July10.0*9 14.:jeo

August 16.509 10.019
September 2.8347.*38
.After which It rained but little mure, except at the
beginning of November. During the rainy season
the rain almost invariably falls in the afternoon an 1
night. From Bruoe'b diary of the weather durlug the
rainy mouths, it appears that there was hardly a
single instance of rain falling between six A. M. and
noon.
The temperature of the highlands is mild, but at

great elevations the cold is severe.
Bruce gives a series of dativ observations at Oondar,7,4-u feet above the sea, from which ilic followingis extracted!.

6 A. M. . Noon.
Month.Deyrt*». Derjrees.

January 01 to 66 Otf to 75
February 00 to 70to76

March 60 lo 70 70 to 83
April 69 10 73 67 lo b6
May 60 to 74 7a to so
June00 to 05 63 to 09

July66 to 01 56 to 05
August 65 to 50 6b to 03
September 68 to 67 01 to 68
October 60 to 61 63 to 69
November 69 to 61 oo 10 72
December 69 to 63 67 to 12

Harris gives the following as the temperature or
Aukobar, the capital of bhua, winch is in lite hill
country, 8,200 feet abovo the

Mean of Month. BttrevM Extreme
Month Degrees. Maximum. Minimum.

January 52 OS41
February 64.0 0046
March 67. i 8946
April 6!). 2 0246

May6D.7 6T61
JuneC2.1 tw62
July 68.1 6961

August 56.8 6347
September 66.3 0346
October 62.1 0244
November.. 61.V 0043
December ,, 61.9 0141

POHT3 OK KNTRY.
The following short accouut of the different harbors

which communicate with the routes that have been
mentioned has been lurulshed by the Uydrographer
to tiie Admiralty
Masnowah..Klght or ten of the largest ships with

double the number of smaller ones could be securely
moored in the harbor. There Is also a good harbor
cal.cd Daha-leah, larger than Mussowah, about a
mile to the north. In Loth of these the water Is quite
smooth. The fresh water supply is from tanks in the
island of Mussowah. There Is fresh water also at
Daha-leah. Fresh water is not abundaut either here
or in any other part of the Red Sea, bat the supply at
iUlt-'jOwuh could probably be increased by digging
wells oh the niaiu laud, «

There is a pier With facilities for landing on Mussowahisland which is connected with the main land
by low, wet ground about a mile In length. The
rainy season is from November to March.

It is 380 miles from Aden and 290 from Porlm. The
navigation for the greater part of the way is clear
and safe, and for tfift WHOie way In the daytime for
carefully navigated ships.
Annemv But/..The water Is inconveniently deep. It

is described as presenting a remarkable contrast in
point of fertility to oilier spots, bordered by low laud
producing rich pastures. Fresh water may be procured.Although not so convenient a spot lor naval
operations as Masaowah, yet it other advantages preponderatedin favor of it, it Is more tliua probable
that no great difliculties would be encountered on
account of tiie ship's anchorage, landing, Ac.
tiauktn..Tne harbor is very small, the approach

la a»u/1<lo/l with .lnnir.»ra anil ia 110 oiiUldo
anchorage, it Is extremely hot. Thermometer la May
ranges from eigiity-niue to ninety-one degrees, iu
Julie froii ninety-three to ninety-seven degrees. Very
much less vegetation than at Masaowah. Water procuredfrom wells.
JmpMlla is described as tho most miserable spot

on the coast of Abyssinia. in regard to anchorage,
facilities for landing, Ac., it id not to l>e compared to
Massuwah. According to the Admiralty charts it is
very circumscribed and intricate.
Ityurrah is quite unsafe aud exposed to the northeastmonsoon, as well as tho southerly winds, and it

is probable that ships could not lie there, nor u landingbL- effected very often.
There is 110 other spot but Massowah and its immediateneighborhood where ships could lie safely

for auy time, and where troop* and munitlous of
war could be disembarked with celerity aud safety,

CIT1JCS AND CHUCK TOWNS.
The following are Borne of the principal towns of

Abysslala:.
nondar, in Amfuira.the capital of the kingdom.

This town Is slated by Heuglin, in lHfli, to have containedfrom 8,uoo to 7,000 inhabitants, but it is said
to have been within the last two or three years totallydestroyed by the Kiuperor Theodore.
Debra Ihbor, in Amhara..Formerly a small vil

lago. It is now a place of considerable size anil the
residence of the Kiuperor Tlteodorus. Near I>ebra
Tal>or is UalTat, where the European workmen of the
Emperor reside, and which may be considered as his
arsenal.
Adowa, the capital of Tigre..This is the second

city iu the klugdom. It Is stated by MM. Ferret
and Ualinier to have contained in 1S40 uot more than
4,oOO inhabitants, lieuglin, In 1*42. put the populatlouat u,iK)0. The miserable nature of Abyssinian
towns may be Judged of by the description given by
Manslleld Parkyns, in 1843, of this, the second city ol
the empire, lie says:.

"1 own I rather expected to see columns or
obelisks, if not an aciopolis, on same of the neighboringhills. Jndge, then, of my astonishment when,
on arriving at this great city, the cupital of one ol
the most powerful kingdoms of Ethiopia, 1 found
nothing but a large si rangllng vll age of huts, some
flat roofed, but mostly thatched with straw, and the
wails of all of them built of rough stones, laid toSetherwith mud. In the rudest possible manner.
eiug wot, moreover, with the raiu, the place presentedthe most miserably dirty appearance."
Mr. irnrton, who visited Adowa, puts its populationat lu,00u.
AiUalo.ihe capital of Enderta, nnd one of the

principal towns of Tigre. it Is said by Ferret and
Ualinier to contain from 200 to sou houses.

VheliciU. n>'ar Anlafo..This town Is said by Lefebvreana Ferret and ualinierto contain about a,ooo
inhabitants.
Hukotn.the capital of I.aag aud Wasta, Is a placc

of considerable st/.e.
Dirnh, in riffrf..This Is the first town that ts met

with afier surmounting tho Taruuta passes, l'erret
and (iuiimcr nay or 11:.
"A group of wretched lints, scattered Irrcjrularly

on ttie top of u barren mountain, a miserable village,
containing about l,0in» soma, ciit istiaus au<l Mussulmans.thereIs lUxah."

T.azrru.thecapital of Hama/en, said by Henglln
to contain from l,6ot» to 2,ooo inhabitants.

Ab!jiail'l(/~~llu; capit.il or 'i'ctuJiion. Mr. Dufton
says that the place Is Mahometan, untl lias an occasionalmarket, ami that, when he entered it, i»l»out
1,000 people were assembled In the marketplace.
Adalgraht.the capital of Agame.
jft»rtrn, or Awii**iewie.U>v cubital of Ifnramat.
Mottt.a largo town in (JodJ.nu. said bj Dr. lickc

to contain -i,ooc inhabitants.
Ankittoir.the capital of Slirti.
AnyoUtla..Till* raa piaoe of considerable size In

Hhoa. It id said to contain from .;,uw to t,uoo Inhabitants,
Ahf/n Awba..'Tills Is a large market town In shoa,

add is sai l by D'llorlcourt tocouu.u from i.'Kk) tu
a,ooo inbabitanlH.

Tlic (Jorprnuirni of Abyn-Iidn.
Abyssinia Is ono of the most ancient monarchies in

the world, an<l has been governed from time Immemorialby an emperor. Tho furm of governneut
and its military spirit arc feudal. Each chief holdingthe rank of dej.ijmatch ia entire mostet
of all sources of revenue within his territory,and tas practical!? full power ol
hfe and deaih. lilt feudal subjection consists In
the obligation to send from time to time presents to
Ills superior, and to follow lilm to war with as large
a force as he can muster. It hus resulted from tin*
that the great feudatories have become pta< tlca.iy
independent rulers, and thai the Emperor has been
for many /ears, ugtil the accession of Theodorua, a
nlC: c puppet In luc hands of one or other of them.

l)r. lieke thus describes the relations » hloh sulmlst
between the Emperor and the chiefs:."Abyssinia,"
he sn>a, "Is au hereditary monarchy, under the
swa.v of an Emperor claiming descent from Solomon,
King of Israel, and the Queen of Sheba. Though this
parentage Is a mere tlctlon, thero are few Christian
Sovereigns who c,an show a more Illustrious lineage
than the Emperors of Ethiopia. whoao progenitors receivedthe Christian faith, and possessed a native
version of the Holy Scriptures as early aa the fourtu
century, whoa the now clvlllzcd natloQS pf Europe
wore In a state of barbarism. Tli* occuplirt of the
throne of tti«>lr once au-oliite ancestors liaveforA
considerate time pant been more puppew in me
hands of one or the other of their powerful vassals;
the form having been kept up of nominating au Emperorof tjic ancient line of Solomon, who, however.
&22 remained a ptlspuiir ju iiia paince at
^Tcvepl WilVting 01 3r Jttiail stlpeMlfid tie
tolls of the weekly markets of that eltr. no* the
commencement of tljp present century the
seat of government anil the person of the Emperorhave remained, though with occasional Interruption*.In the hands of the chiefs of a powerfultribe or Tedgii (Kdgow) Oallas, who for three

8enerntlons have been able to secure to thems«l\es
is dignity of Has, or Vlaier, of the etnplre.that la to

say, to liocome It* sovereigns In everything bnt In
name. This sovereignty within tfce neutral portion
of the empire has, However, been far from giving
them the command over the snrroundlng provinces.
i)n the contrary, each ruler of a province has mostly
acted as an Independent sovereign, and if at anv
time ho has found Mmself strong enough to inarch
upon the eaji.tal ho has done so, pUced upon Uio
throne another puppet F.mporor, and been
by hlin appointed Has, or Vizier, till a
stronger rlvAl than him olf could turn htm out
and take his plm e. I'nler such circumstances It
Is not to be wonder- J at that there should be at one
time half a dor.en tltu.ar wiperors, and thut the Outjtrnor ol each of the principal provinces stioutd have
assumed the title of Ras. and continued to bear It,
e»en when no longer in power."

Th'< three principal provinces of tin empire are
Tiiire. Amhara, in which Goiulft the capital Is situ.ated, an.l tthov The govern* of theso have nil at
different times assumed the tlttn of H.w. Three other
uruviuoes of some lmnottanoe ara l.»* a and Waag.

who«e capital la Sokota, and which are ruled over by
the rebel Gubazye. Godjaui, to the south of Lake
T/.t»na, and Kwara, to the west of the same lake, UiO
birthplace of the Emperor Theodorus.
The two pro*inces of Tigr3 aud Slioa have geaerallybemi ih a state of rebellion from, or acknowledgedindependence of, the central power at Gondar.

The geographical position of Turn? enhance Its politicalimportance, for, as the communications betweenGondar ami the sea at Massowah necessarilylead through Tlgre, it follows that that provincaholds, so to speak, the gate or the capital. The Ion.
guage of the province or Tigr^ also differs rroin that
of Amhara, as in the former the Gheez and in the
latter the Ainliaric dialect Is spoken. Betw een tUa
two provinces there have been almost cousUmt
wars.
The province of Sljoa is almost separated fromthat of Amhara by the Wollo Oullas, a Mahomcdaa

tribe. Shoa has been lor a long time virtually inde»
pendent and has been governed bv a hereditary lintof princes, to one of wnoin the Indian government
sent a special embassy under Major Harris in 1841.

Religion and Character of the Abyssinian*.
The greater part of the inhabitants of Abysainta

are Christians of the coptlc sect; they hold many of
the tenets of the Roman Catholic faith, such as

priestly absolution, fasts, worship of saints, con.
ventualism, Sec. They also follow many Mahomedan
practices, such n3 circumcision, ceremonial uncleanness,abstaining fiom meat prohibited by the law
of Moses, Ac., and in their laws and customs Je wish
institutions are often traceable. Many of their name#
betray also a Jewish, or at all events Biblical,
origin, such as Dcbra Tabor (Mount Tabor), Debr*
Libuuos ifflount Lebanon), Antiokla, &c. Tl.eir
Christianity ha degenerated into little more than
form, and tliey are described as pritBlrldden and
superstitious to the last decree. The head of tha
church is a ilishop or "Abuna," who Is con ecratod
by the Patriarch of Alexandria, and by whom tha
einpeiors of Abyssinia are crowned. Much weight
is attached to this ceremony, as i»a) be gathered
from the fact that tho has of Tigre in 1S40 thought
it worth while to go to great expense to seuu a'
mission to Alexandria to have an Abuna
appointed, in the hopes that he wo'dd consecratean Emperor who would be a puppet ia fcia
nands. and give him the supreme comnuu.d. Tha
present Abuna Is out of ftvor with Thooilorus for tha
alleged cause that he imparted to the mls&lonarljs
his doubts of the authenticity of the descent of Theodore'qmother from the queen of Shaba. That tha
authority, however, of the Abuna is still recognized
seems probable from the fact that it is stated in a
recent letter from the captives that If tho rebel
Gobazye were to take Magdala and get himsdli
crowned by the Abuna he would be recognized aa
Emperor by the Abvssiuians.
Of the religious character of the people Mr. Duftoa

says:."Christian liberty Is entirely unknown,
as the people are bound down to unmeaning
forms and cercnfkmi?s and the observance
of fasts which extoud over two-thirds of the year.
Their calendar is crammed full of saints, and tha
days of the year by no means suitlce for them all, bo
fhat they ihftst have morning celebiatious and even«
lng celebrations. One cannot wonder at this wlien
their latitudinarism leads them to commemorate
l'ataam and his ass, Pontius Pilate and his wife amj
such like doubtful saints. In addition to the heroes
of the Bibie and Apocryphal books they have many
local saints who have at various times astonished
Abyssinia bjr their mlntolog aud prod'glgs, Al^art
from SiiCu tfaduiouill eAoeaoenues, toe au>asm*
are orthodox In their belief, the grand truths of ouf .

religion being received alike by tueiu as by us; but,
being void of that charity which edifleth, their Know*
ledge has only tended to puff them tin,
auu Hie intolerance with winch they looB
upon their Mahom&dan and Jewish neighbors
is even greater than tiiat of those people themselvestowards Christians. Wnat renders their pride
the more oirensivo is that the Mahoinerlans and
Jews are in every way thuir superior*, possessing,
witli an equal amount, of Intelligence, tar greater
mechanical genius and superior habits of Inmistry.
All the manufacturers of cotion cloth are Moslems!
all the builders ami ar. mans are Jews. but pride it
not their oaly fault; they are deceitful, lyinir, Insincere;their breasts are s Idom stirred by geuerositv
towards others or in gratitude for benefits received,
and, added to all, they are inhospitable."

Dr. uolMt, tlie present lfisliop of Jerusalem, <1escribesthem as very immoral and licentious, priestriddenand bigoted, but hospltanlc to travelers and
with no cruelty in their dispusitions.
The religion of the Abyssiaiuns tends to increase

their isolation from the Manoindan tribes who occupythe low lauds by winch Abyssinia is,surrounded.theSlioh. s on the north, ilu Uase uud
llamrau Arabs on the west, the Danakils, Toniala,
Asubo Dallas and Wollo Uallaa ou the east auil
south.

Currency of Ahywlnla.
The only European com that is Airrent in Abyssiniais the Maria Theresa dollar of A. O. 1780, and it t

U necessary that It should have certain distinctive
marks.viz., a diadem of pearls, a pearl brooch on the
shoulder and the mint mark 8.P. Dr. Beke says that,
even if the dollar is of the correct kind, should these
marks not be perfectly distinct he has known the nativesto refuse It. Its value is about 4a. 3d. This
dollar Is no longer In circulation In Austria, but la
still coined at the government mint for exportatloa
to the Levant, Ac.
For smaller monetary transactions the circulating

medium consists of blocks of salt eight incites long
by one and a half inches in breadth. ,

These aio
called in Slioa, according to Dr. lieke, hmoles, and

. In Tchelga, to the west or <;ondar, according to Mr.
Dufton, tsho. Their value Is given by tlie former
as two uud a half pence, and by the latter aa
from two pence to three pence; it vunue
probably according to the distance from the

. source of supply. These blocks of salt are ob-
lilliiuu uuui a kicui o.hi piatu cnu»vuu uvi ncru

Amphilla bay und Atebidera, which is Uiua quaintly
described by Don Alon/.o Mendez, Patriarch of
Abyssinia, who tinveined it In 1625:."The itoundarjr
lietween the kingdoms of Dancall and Tygra
Is a plain four days' journey in length uud one in
breiuith, whleh they call the country of Rail, for
there Is found ail t hat they use in Kthlopla, Instead of
money! being bricks almost a span long and lout
lingers thic k and broad and wonderfully white, line
aud hard, and there is never any miss of it, though,
they carry away never so much; and tids quantity is
so groat that we met a caravan of it, wherein we bu'
Ueved there could be no less than M)3 beasts of bur.
den, camels, mules and asses, of which the camels
carry 600 of those bricks ana the asse^ 140 or 100.
and these continually going and coming. They tell
many stories concerning t.as salt Held, and amongst
the rest that In some parts of it there are houses that
look like stone, in which they hear human voices anil
of several other creatures, and that they call such as
pass that way by their names, and yei nothing can
tic seeeu. The Moorish commander told rne that as
he went by there with a lion Has tella Ohlstos scut to
Moca, three or lour of his servants vanished on a
sudden, and ho could never hear of them afterwords.
In one place there is n mount of red salt, which Is rtiuch
used lu physic. This Is to be passed ovpr by night,
becuase the heat Is so violent in the day that travel*
lers and Insists are stilled, aud the very shoes parch
up as If they were laid on burning coals. We enteredupon It at three in the afternoon, mid It pleased
Uod tiiat the san clouded, which the reuegade i\ioor
attributed to his prayers."

Mr. lumnn says that AbW Adrty in Tcmblen ' Is
the laJt place where the salt of Amliara Is taken as
money. T.'ie nearer one gets to tne coast, where .ir«
the salt mines, of course the less is the value oi' thu
mineral; and Tlgre col ton cloth takes Its place as a
medium of exchange."

Military Klnmitli of Abysftinin.
It Is veiy diillcult to estimate the military strong'!*

of a country like Abyssinia, as, from what has bet a
before stated of the nature of the government, it w'lt
be seer> that the force? which a sovereign of Abyssiniacan bring into tho field will depend very much
upon his owu personal character and upon tne numberof chiefs over whom he has any Influence.

lu a memorandum communicated by the Foreign' OOlre to the Koyal <ieogriiphh*al Society of Kn^iaud,in 1H6& iln.ro lq tho lollowlug paragraph bearing
upon this siiKJect:.*
"The lmuiedinto troops of the Tins consist of a

nnrubcr of petty Chios, governing one, two or
more villages, who imitate, as far as they dura,
the independence of the greater barons, aud wha
take the field when called on with flvo hundied
men, accoruiua iu vueir mean*. iicskioh unisoy
who ate numerous, tlio lias has his matchlockmen. nnd four or Ave Winds of rude und
dls«»rdeiMy soldiery, his guards. From the low aystemof government, and the manner of paving thtwe
men by quartering thein on the country people, wlift
InstriK clous to levy so much grain or other i»n>pt rty.
It may be supposed that these undlsclplmcu troopj,when at a small distunes trom tlia camp, ur" almost
cijmilly Independent of the lta*. and frequently a-p
simply organized i>au Is of roboers, *o.''
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The following Is King Theodore's pedigree, acoord"
Ing to Ills own account, given Jmt before thp tngii*l>
invasion:.

PROCT.AMATIOy.
In the name of the Fathor, au4 of the *on .ml of

the Hoi* Ghost, one tlod.
The king of Kings, Theodore, created by the

Trinity It* servant, Installed by ir and ma l" Hrlro^
to hla children given to him by Ood and to al'. tha
Frank* (Europeans) bv your God and the O^d of

Jour friend Theodore." who appeared to Mo.se* on
lount Slual and In the Ked »ea. who appeared to

Joshua at Jericho, who through nls servant Samuel
anointed Saul when he was seeking the aMos that
were lout, who, when Saul turned from his Croator,
commanded Samuel to anoint David.
Solomon waa King after David, according to th«

word of the prophat and of hla latlier.notwifs .mdlngthat Adouias (Adunl^ali), against the will of (;k|
was proclaimed King by the peoplo and obtained
favor in their Bight. Solomon, by the Queon or
Afcyeb (the southeast), l«egat Menliek, who beo<iin#
King of Ethiopia. From Monllek down to the dynasty
of the Gaiiaa, all the kinga were siafjvplsn'rs (r??
mdri), who souaht from Ood neither wwdo n n<.f
strength: not wltn HL» help the moan* of raising up
tiio empire were found when Gad clio-e me. Hlswr*
vant, to be king. My countrymen sal 1, "The river la
drlou up: Its bed Is empty;*' and they liMu;ie.i tneba*
c tuse my mothe r was poor and alied me the » n of
a beggar. But the Turks knew the greatness of my
father, who made them his tilb.iiar.es as far at
lite rrondera of Ksrypt and to tlie galea
of tlielr oltlra. Mj fa'hot ,ti. l my ino bef
Ueiceoded front David aud tio.n iwoiuou. >ui , Uimv


